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THAMES RING 260 UPDATE

This note is being published to counter any idea that the event is still conditional or in any way in doubt as possibly suggested by the October update.  Permission

has been granted by British Waterways, The Environmental Agency and National Trails Office – it’s all systems go.

As those who have already expressed interest in the event will know, entry forms have been available from December 1st.  As of now (23 January), the following 23 entries have been received:- Stephen Beedle, Javed Bhatti, Mark Cockbain, Rob Coleman, Paddy Craig, Duncan Cruttenden, Michael Dark, Andrew Ferguson, Adrian Holloway, Christian Hottas, Ernie Jewson, Peter Johnson, Stefan Lindvall, Robert Lovegrove, Iain McDougall, Alan Myles, Rajeev Patel, John Poole, Stuart Shipley, Mike Smith, Carl Sommer, Paul Taylor and Stephen Thompson.    These include entries from the United States, Sweden and Germany.  It’s noteworthy that all the entries are men so far.  After an initial flurry, there is a distinct lull in the flow of applications, so perhaps the limit of 100 will not be tested.  We are not too surprised at that! 
Many offers of help have been gratefully received.  We could do with more, particularly for the weekdays, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (24th to 26th June).  Most volunteers on our list are unconnected to the runners.  Only a few entrants have offered helpers who might otherwise have been members of their support team.  This is slightly disappointing.  We had hoped that potential supporters would volunteer, possibly to keep an eye on the progress of their runner, and that the small matter of the entry fee refund - £25 for each 24 hours of help introduced – would be further inducement.  Perhaps runners and their friends and family will respond to this further plea for help.

The sites of the nine Check Points have been identified but not, in all cases, settled.  They will be announced as soon as we have the agreement of the landowners (where appropriate).  We are currently working on how many Check Points need to be open at the same time, and when they  should be opened, as calculating the extent of the field spread is difficult without any precedent.  Opening times will be loosely based on eight (in early stages) to twelve hours, for each approximate 26 mile section.

Checkpoint cut-off times and all other pre-race information will be posted to all entrants at least four weeks prior to the race.  
Dick Kearn/Anthony Taylor 23.1.09      
